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SUBJECT: KAUNDA REQUEST FOR ARMS; OUTLOOK FOR WAR IN RHODESIA 
REF: STATE 054366 

1 . IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT OF REFTEL AT 2030 MARCH 5 

1 PHONED CHONA AT HIS HOME AND WENT OVER TO REQUEST APPOINTMENT 
WITH KAUNDA, INDICATING NATURE OF SUBJECT. CHONA PROMPTLY WENT 
TO PHONE, PRESUMABLY CALLED KAUNDA AND RETURNED TO ADVISE THAT 
A TIME FOR MEETING WITHIN DEADLINE OF A.M. MARCH 6 WOULD 

BE CONFIRMED IN MORNING. 

2. CHONA HAS BEEN AILING OVER PAST WEEK AND AT HOME 

LAST FEW DAYS FROM WHAT APPEARS TO BE EXCESSIVE PRESSURE AND 
FATIGUE. HE SEEMED TO BE UNDER MILD SEDATION AND WAS 
SOMEWHAT FORCED IN TRYING TO STRIKE MILITANT POSE IN 
LINKING ZAMBIA WITH HIGH COMMAND OF ANC ARMY AND ESCALATING 
GUERILLA ATTACK NOW IN PROGRESS IN RHODESIA. SAID "WE 
PREDICTED THIS VIOLENCE; WE PLANNED FOR THE ARMED STRUGGLE LAST 
SEPTEMBER, ARE WELL-EQUIPPED AND WILL SHOOT DOWN MORE OF 
SMITH'S PLANES AND OVER-RUN WHITE SETTLER FARMS; GUARANTEES 
WILL NOT ARISE; IT WILL ALL BE SETTLED THAT WAY. SOUTHERN 
AFRICA WFL NOT BE THE SAME AGAIN AND THE SOVIETS WILL BE THE 
VICTORS." 
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3. CHONA SAID NOW WAS NOT RPT NOT THE TIME (A DIRECT WARNING TO 
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THE US) TO CONDEMN AGGRESSION, RATHER IT WAS THE TIME FOR 

USG TO TALK TOUGH AND "ON TARGET" DIRECTLY TO SMITH AND TELL HIM 

TO STOP NOW. 

4. UNDERSTAND FROM MY FRENCH AND DUTCH COLLEAGUES THAT 
CHONA PERSONALLY APPEALED TO THEM TO HAVE THEIR COUNTRIES 
INDIVIDUALLY AND EC AS WHOLE PETITION SOUTH AFRICAN PM 
VORSTER AND SMITH DIRECTLYTO BRING RHODESIAN LEADER TO HIS 
SENSES AND SETTLE PEACEFULLY. WHILE CHONA TOLD OTHER DIPLOMATS 
THAT MARCH 5 WAS THE DEADLINE. HE TOLD ME TONIGHT THAT SMITH 
HAD ONLY UNTIL NEXT WEDNESDAY MARCH 10 TO DO SOMETHING. CHONA 
WOULD NOT EXPLAIN SIGNIFICANCE OF DATE BUT THERE WAS FAINTEST 
HINT OF MIG AIR ATTACK. CHONA DID NOT ANSWER WHEN I ASKED IF 
MIG'S WOULD BE COMING FROM ANGOLA. 

5. COMMENT: CHONA APPEARED BE TIRED AND SPEAKING FOR DRAMATIC 
EFFECT. I HOPE MY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT TOMORROW MORNING 
WILL THROW MORE LIGHT ON PRESENT STATE OF ZAMBIAN THINKING 
ABOUT RHODESIA. 

WILKOWSKI 
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